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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1405 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, ET, SU 

SUBJ: ERITREAN SITUATION 

1 . IN A TALK I HAD WITH MINSTATE FOR FONAFFS FRANCIS DENG 
THIS MORNING, WE EXCHANGED VIEWS AND INFORMATION ABOUT 
ERITREAN SITUATION. DENG SAID SUDANESE STILL HAD HOPES 

OF SENDING MISSION HEADED BY VP ABUL GASIM TO ADDIS 
TO DISCUSS PROPOSAL FOR SETTLEMENT OF ERTIREAN PROBLEM 
BASED ON ERITREAN REGIONAL AUTONOMY UNDER ETHIOPIAN 
SOVEREIGNTY. ETHIOPIANS WERE CONTINUING TO TEMPORIZE, 

HOWEVER. 

2. DENG FELT THAT CHANCES WERE NOW BETTER THAN EVEN 
THAT SOVIETS AND CUBANS WOULD GIVE MENGISTU FULL SUPPORT 
IN AN EFFORT TO RETAKE THE WHOLE OF ERITREA MILITARILY. 

HE WONDERED WHAT WORLD REACTION WOULD BE. HE ASKED 
SPECIFICALLY ABOUT U.S. REACTION. 

3. I SAID HISTORICAL AND LEGAL SITUATION RE ERITREA WAS 
RATHER COMPLICATED. WHILE MEMBERS OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 
ESTABLISHMENT WERE FAMILIAR WITH BACKGROUND. AMERICAN 
PUBLIC OPINION WOULD NEED SOME ENLIGHTENMENT. AT SAME 
TIME, HOWEVER, I HAD BEEN IMPRESSED BY NUMBER OF LETTERS 
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WE WERE RECEIVING FROM PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE U.S., 

PARTICULARLY CHURCH GROUPS. SEEKING TO ASSIST INDIVIDUAL 
ERITREAN REFUGEES. I ASKED DENG IF OAU STATES WOULD BE 
INCLINED TO SUPPORT ETHIOPIA IN ERITREA AS THEY HAD IN 
OGADEN. DENG BELIEVED THAT AFRICAN LEADERS WERE FULLY 
AWARE OF ETHIOPIA'S UNILATERALLY TERMINATING FEDERATION 
AGAINST THE WISHES OF THE U.N. HE ACKNOWLEDGED, 
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HOWEVER, THAT SOME AFRICAN STATES WOULD NEVERTHELESS 
VIEW ERITREAN INSURGENCY AS IMPLY ANOTHER THREAT TO 
AFRICAN FRONTIERS AND WOULD SUPPORT ETHIOPIA ACCORDINGLY. 

4. DENG FELT THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE WEST 
OPPOSE SOVIET AND CUBAN ACTIVITY IN ERITREA ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT THIS WAS FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN SUPPORT OF 
ETHIOPIA'S FLOUTING THE WILL OF THE U.N. HE FELT THAT THE 
LEAST THE WEST SHOULD DEMAND WAS THAT ERITREA'S FEDERAL 
STATUS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THEM. 

BERGUS 
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